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We support the bill’s provisions for addressing New Source Review issues. The NSR program 
has become complex and difficult to comply with due to changing administrative interpretations.  
Reasonable and predictable rules are needed to provide for the routine maintenance of power 
plants, ensuring worker safety. 

We are mindful of the history of previous amendments to the Clean Air Act, and the risk that 
new emission control requirements can lead to large-scale shifts in regional coal production.  
Tens of thousands of coal mining and related jobs were lost due to the acid rain provisions of the 
1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, crippling the economies of dozens of eastern coalfield 
communities.  The Committee must be sensitive to the need to avoid dislocations of coal and 
other energy markets, and should ensure that the design of the final bill neither encourages nor 
discourages the use of any particular type of coal. 

We also recognize the needs of states and localities to comply with U.S. EPA’s new 8-hour 
ozone and fine particulate standards.  The deadlines for compliance with these standards are 
approaching, and states are beginning to prepare State Implementation Plans.  Computer 
modeling by U.S. EPA demonstrates that the reductions proposed by S. 131 would allow many 
states and localities to meet the new ozone and PM2.5 standards in a timely manner. Some areas, 
however, may not be able to demonstrate attainment with the new standards because emission 
reductions expected under various EPA rules for mobile and other source sectors occur many 
years after applicable compliance deadlines. 

For this reason, some states advocate adjustment of the bill’s final compliance deadlines for 
sulfur and nitrogen oxides. Reasonable adjustments of these final deadlines would not, in our 
judgment, raise issues about the availability of skilled labor to install and operate emission 
controls.  

Please be assured that our member unions stand ready to assist in the major challenges associated 
with meeting the emission reduction mandates of S. 131. We hope that our comments will be 
helpful to you and your colleagues as you proceed to markup the final version of this important 
legislation. 

Sincerely, 
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